
with a total of 129 deaths, nearly all the mortality be-
ing among the Italians. New York reported up to
August 5, 1,496 cases of typhoid, with 395 deaths,
many of them among Americans of the better class.
Think of the fright, brutality and migration inspired
by the smaller figures as compared with the virtual in-
difference that meets the greater ones! Yet we know
that, apart from popular apathy, it is easier wholly to
prevent typhoid in the North than yellow fever in the
South. Uncontaminated water and food insure free¬
dom from epidemic typhoid, while the prevention of
yellow fever necessitates the destruction of myriads of
insects as well as the absolute isolation from the mos¬

quitoes of every case of the disease during the first three
davs of fever. Vcrilv man is vet an illogical animal.

DISTRIBUTION OF MEDICAL STUDENTS.

On pages 568 to 571 will be found a table showing the
distribution of students of each college by states. The
influence of the proximity of the medical school is seen
in the fact that states which have medical colleges have
more students in proportion to the population than
those which have none. Only three states contributed
over two thousand students: New York, 2,423; Illinois,
2,084; Pennsylvania, 2,022. Four states contributed
over one thousand students, but less than two thou-
sand: Missouri, 1,138; Ohio, 1,065; Massachusetts,
1,019; Texas, 1,012. Iowa contributed 916 students,
and Indiana, 881. The fewest students (9) came from
Arizona. Wyoming and Nevada each contributed 13
students; New Mexico, 19; Montana, 30; Idaho, 37;
Delaware, 48; Utah, 68; North Dakota, 70, and South
Dakota, 93. The states not mentioned contributed be-
tween 100 and 700 each. Several of the colleges failed
to furnish the information necessary for this table, but,
as most of them are small schools, the figures can be dis¬
regarded in summing up. Two of these schools are of
some size, and, as the majority of their students come
from Kentucky and Indiana, the totals of these two
states would be increased considerably.

THE EVOLUTION OF INFECTION.
The editorial in The Journal, August 5, entitled

"Declining Virulence and Advancing Parasitism" has
caused a correspondent to call our attention to an article
that appeared in The Journal, May 3, 1890, written
by Bayard Holmes of Chicago, in which infectious para-
sitism is discussed from the same general point of view,
i. e., the evolutionary, as in Theobald Smith's address.
When Holmes wrote his article our knowledge of the
finer mechanisms of the establishment and healing
of bacterial infections was in its very beginning; the life
history, the mechanisms of ingress and egress, the dis-
tribution of most of the pathogenic microbes were as yet
largely unknown. Consequently it was only the grosser
facts of parasitism and of infection that could be used
to construct any theories as to the evolution of infec-
tion, and this it must be said that Holmes did with
great skill and farsightedness. After reviewing certain
of the general facts of parasitism and especially those
that indicate that the obligate parasites of tuberculosis,

syphilis, measles, scarlet fever, etc., must have occupied
long periods of time to become adapted to their present
very restricted modes of existence, Holmes asks how has
it been possible for man "to withstand the attacks of so

many enemies for so long a time? He answers that
the reason is that the parasites were not essentially de¬
structive; had they been so, neither host nor parasite
would have survived; for with the destruction of the
host species occurs the destruction of the parasite. The
diseases mentioned may become more or less destructive,
however, by virtue of secondary mixed infections and
other accessory factors, such as all that tend to weaken
the body. In the case of facultative parasites, on the
other hand, the chances, so Holmes argued, are more

against the host in the conflict that ensues, because
natural selection has not rendered us indurate to them.
Tt will be seen that Smith's theory goes much farther
than Holmes' in that the former includes under his law
of declining virulence and advancing parasitism, not
only obligate parasites, but also the facultative invasive
microbes, i. e., those that appear to be slowly moving,
through long periods of time, toward higher degrees of
parasitism.

THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC.
The opportunity for public lectures on the subject of

hygiene and prevention of disease in connection with the
summer assemblies held at various points throughout
the country is worthy of cultivation. An example lies
before us in the illustrated announcement of the Rock-
ford (Ill.) Chautauqua Assembly. Included in the pro-
gram, which touches on every subject that might inter-
est the popular audience, are several lectures on the
tuberculosis problem by two physicians who are fully
competent to speak thereon. Other assemblies have
similar lectures, and we believe that if the authorities
knew whom they could secure to give lectures of this
kind there would be a much greater demand. Any
county medical society, we think, will be able to recom-
mend such speakers. In view of the public interest
in medical matters, it is the duty of physicians to
enlighten the public so that persons of immature or
erratic ideas will not need to pose as exponents of the
medical profession, as sometimes occurs. But—and
this is important if criticism is to be avoided—great
care must be taken by those who do this work that the
methods adopted are strictly ethical.

Medical News
ILLINOIS.

Hospital Site Selected.\p=m-\Ithas been decided that the new
Warner Hospital, Clinton, is to be erected on West White
Street. The ground is already being cleared.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr.Buxbaum, Chicago, has succeeded Dr. Edward
Banker as home physician of the St. Charles Hospital.\p=m-\Dr.
Louise L. Culver, Sandwich, sailed for Europe last week.\p=m-\
Dr. Charles E. Crawford, Rockford, has been elected grandmedical examiner of the Sons of St. George.\p=m-\Dr. Robert W.
McInnes, Belvidere, has been appointed a member of the
Jamestown centennial exposition commission.\p=m-\Dr. ByronC. Stolp, has returned from Europe.\p=m-\Dr. and Mrs. James C.
Gill, Chicago, returned from Europe last week.

Chicago.
Ground Lease Recorded.\p=m-\Rosa A. Henderson has recorded

a ground lease of the Lakeside Hospital site to A. Ralph
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